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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1-22 were rejected. Claims 1-8. 19. 21 and 22 have been amended lo further 
clarify the present invention. Claim 20 has been canceled. Therefore, following entry of the 
present response, claims 1-19, 21 and 22 will remain pending in the application. 

Claims 1-8 and 19-22 stand rejected under 35 USC § 1 12, second paragraph, as 
allegedly being indefinite for failing to panicular point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as the invention. In particular, the office action suggests 
that the reference to a "system" in the preamble of claims 1-8 and 19-22 is indefinite because 
"ii is not clear whether the 'system' is a computer system or a neiwork system or a computer 
programming system." AcUon dated June 5. 2003 at p. 2). The preamble of claims l- 
8 and 19, 21 and 22 have been amended to recite that the system is a computer system. 
However. appUcants wish to note that the amendment is not made to the exclusion of possible 
interpretations of a computer system, which may include a network system and/or a computer 

programming system, for example. 

Claims 1-9 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103 (aj allegedly as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patem No. 4,558,413 to Schmidt « al ("Schmidt") iti view of U.S. Patent No. 

4,809,170 to Leblang et al. ("Leblang"). 

Applicant would Uke to thank Examiner Colbert for offering clarification of an 
apparentinconsistency in tbeomce action. In particular, on page 2 through 3 of the present 
omce action, it appears that Sclunidt is suggested toboth teach andnotteach-a second 
p^ogramtocheckinandcheck out the database item, such that modification of the dat^^^ 
.emisres^cted whenthe database item ischeckedout."MperappUcan.sdiscussionw^ 

BxaminerColbe«.appUcant'sresponseproceedswiththeassum^^^^^ 
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the above. However, applicant requests clarification of the record and the opponunity to 
respond. 

Therefore, the office action alleges that while Schmidt fails to teach a source code 
control (SCC) system that stores versions of a database item, combining Schmidt with 
Leblaog obviates the present invention- 

Briefly, the present invention is directed to the versioning of database items, soch as 
text-stream stored procedures and binary streams within the database itself. The novel 
invention accoropUsbes such database versioning of database items by storing versions of the 
database item both in a source code control (SCC) system and in the database itself This 
novel approach allows the SCC system to exercise version control over the database items, 
while still beneficiaUy permitting the database to conduct normal database operations. 

The following example, recited in independent claim 15. explains how the present 
invention accompUsbes this novel technique. The invention includes a program that 
compares the version of the database item housed in the SCC system with the version of the 
database item housed in the database itself. If the version of the database item in the SCC 
system is identical to the version of the database uem database item in the database, that 
versionisprovidedto the user. if. on the other band, the version ofthe database item in the 
SCC systemis different ftom the versionofthe database item database i^^ 
.tself, the user is givenachoice to select oneofthe versions ofthe databaseitem in theses 
.ystemandin the database Itself, mdatabaseitemthat is selectedby theater is ch^^^^ 
outusingtheprograin.andalsoisstoredintheSCCsystemandinthedatabase. I>e 
^.endmentstotheclattnsmalceexpUcitthatwhichpreviouslywas^^^^^^^^^ 
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«mpari»« of *e v™<m of*. d«b»« ten, in SCC is compared , verdou 
of the database item in the database. 

M a ««.!<. by compmng U« v«3io»s of tc 4.Bb>.e item ta *e SCC syK«n ml *. 

daub=«= to to to d«.b»e ..self. =nd by aIlo»ine a varrion of *e da«b.« tem .0 be 
«rad boA m SCC system »id fa fte iaaba^. i«l£ .be pB«n, i«v««o» p««B *e 

^«,oco«»»c«>can4u«non«lda«ba«opa«ion.*Uallow,ngU«SCCs,s«n,» 

exocise version control over tbe items in ibe database. 

Nei^K, Scbnid. or Leblang. either alone or in combination, teacb or suggest the 
presently claimedinvention. as »«>d«.. The ofSceactionadtnits that Schmidtdoes^t 

,«haso«ce code controUSCC) system to store versions of,hedaubaseitem."W« 

overcomes the limited.e.cl»gotScbmidtand"disclosesaso,ncecodecont,oKSCC, 
.yatem to store versions Of the database item (coi. 1. hnes 35-40, cou 2. Unes ,..26. ool. .1 , 

Unes33^2.,.dcol. U, lines 23-27) '''' 

Theclaimshaveb.«..me„W-or«i'-'^'*"''««"'"'"'"'"°'"'""*' 
verston of the database item in the »»rce code control (SCC) system with the version of the 
^,sei.emi.tbeda.-.ase,andma..P*=s-.echec,ccd-o.da.abaseitemas,fa.,ionof 

,heco.np..son.«.astoallo«tbedatabase,ocontfauetoco.^tno,ma.d,.,base.^^^ 

»H.ea...fa.*eSCCs,st.m«.exetciseve.sio„con».overtheitemsi„d.dat.^^^ 
neither Schm*»orLebl«.S-hcomparingthevetsionsofth.da.abase..emmtheSCC 

svstem and in the database. 

Schttadtao^notteachcon^.---"-^*-"'""'" 
SCCsy^em. .tea.Schmidtisd.ected.od»ve.sionh.ofs»da..con.^P™- 
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and not the versioning of items in a database. As a result, Schmidt simply describes storing 
versions of the standard computer programs in its SCC system. iSchmidt - column 4. lines 3- 
22). Schmidt does not also describe storing a version of a database item in another location, 
like a database, such that a comparison of the versions may be accomplished. This is to be 
expected because of the considerable differences of standard computer programs as compared 
to database items. Schmidt's focus on storing versions of standard computer programs 
elimitwtes any motivation to srore the versions of the standard computer programs in other 

locations, like a database. 

Similarly. Ublang does not teach comparing a version of a database item with a 
version of the SCC system. As with Schmidt, Leblang simply describes storing versions of 
the database item in its SCC system, ileblang - column 10. lines 52-58). Leblang does not 
also describe storir^g a version of a database item in another location, like a database, such 
that a comparison of the versions of the database item may be accompUshed. 

Accordingly. appUcants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1-9 
under 35 USC §103 (a) as aUegedly being unpatentable over Schmidt in view of Ublang. 

Claims 10-18 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103 (a) allegedly as being unpatentable 
overU.S. PatentNo.6.l45.n9toHouseeraU"House")i. view Schmidt, mpar^^^ 
omceactionsugScsts,im.ra«..thatHouse-neachescomparingastreamof^ 
it«n in me source code control (SCC) system withas^cam of the databaseitem in the 

database (col. 7. line 6-28)." mceAaion da^edJun. 5. 2003 ai p. 5). Applicants 
respectfully disagree. 

T .^»r «r Intranet via Web-based networks {House 
accessing of database software across an Internet or Intranet v;a W 
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- colurrw 2. lines 49-55). House teaches a data structure that makes group developroeot 
easier by allowing all elements and associations necessary to bmld the components of a 
project, such as source, objects, and executables to be located in a single file (House - 
column 2. lines 57-63). However, nowhere does House teach or suggest comparing a stream 
of the database item in the souxce code control (SCC) system with a snream of the database 
item in the database, as recited in the present claims. In fact, the word "compare" or 
"coroparing" does not even appear in House at aU. 

Accordingly, applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of claims 10- 
1 8 under 35 USC § 103 (a) allegedly as being unpatentable over House in view Schmidt- 

Finally, claim 19 stands rejected under 35 USC § 103 (a) aUegedly as being 
unpatentableoverUblang in view Schmidt and clain^s 20-22 standrejected under 35 U^ 

103(a)allegedlyasbeing«npatentableoverLeblang in view Schmidt in^^ 
House. 

i«».««cy in*. -on. tap^cuur, o„pag.2 ^apag. S .t^^ 

(SCC, .ys^ » ^ ^ ^ ~ 

„Co»=n.appUc.»'»r=spo«ep»c«dswi,.^— 

How««.appHca««.u«u.Un«c..onofU«.«o^3:-*coppo„uni.,» 

respond. 

Porthesamereasonsdiscussedabovewithrespecttoclaimsl-lS.app^^^^^^ 

. , frl,<.reiectionofclaiml9under35USC§l03(a)over 
respectfully request withdrawal of the rejecnon 
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Ublang in view Schmidi. and witiidrawal of the rejection of claims 21 and 22 over Leblang 
in view Schmidt in further view of House. 

rONCLUSIQN 

to view of the foregoing amendments and remaiks. AppUcants respectfully submit 
that the present application is in condition for allowance. Reconsideration of the application 
and an early Notice of Allowance are respectfully requested. In the event that the Examiner 
cannot allow the present appUcation for any reason, the Examiner is encouraged to contact 
AppUcants- attorney Vincent J. Roccia at (215-564-8946). 




Date: October 30, 2003 ^.^^^ ^ ^^.^ 

Registration No. 43,887 

Woodcock Washburn LLP 
One Liberty Place - 46tb Floor 
Philadelphia PA 19103 
Telephone: (215) 568-3100 

Facsimile: (215)568-3439 
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